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Hello Friends, 

_ here's how to make sure 

: you don't miss any copies 
4 of Farthing Wood Friends! . 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Friends Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest a 
minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your order and 
be sure to state the part number of the first copy you want. You 
can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 


If you haven't got 0 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with the video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts, $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 26 
copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 
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type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
A deathly calm descends 
over the animals. 

HOW TO DRAW 

See how the pros do it, 
then have a go at making 
your Own comic strip. 


ALL ABOUT...Bats 
These small, furry mammals 
are really rather lovable! 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Lying in wait or running like 
fury, different animals have 
different ways of 

catching their dinner. 


SECRET WORLD OF... 
A pine wood 

We travel to Scotland in 
search of Red deer and 
Pine martins. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Drop in on the Animals for 

a spot of tennis, or take a 

swing at French cricket. i 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Go for a tramp in the 
woods and set a trail for 
your friends. 
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jhe animals were caught on the grass 

verge in the middle of a motorway. “We 
larger animals can make a dash for it,” said 
the Hares. “But the smaller animals don’t 
stand a chance.” 


“Delighted, who'll go first?” asked Whistler. 
“T trust you, you saved my life,” said Toad. 
He climbed into Whistler’s bill and soon he 
was safely over the other side. 


“There’s a gap in the traffic,” said Vixen. 
“Come on Hares, here’s our chance.” Fox, 
Vixen and the Hares bounded across. Toad 
was standing in the way and got trampled in 
the rush. 


“Need some help?” asked Whistler as he 


landed beside them. “You only eat fish, don’t 
you?” asked Fox. “As a rule,” he replied. 
“Could you carry the small animals over in 
your beak?” 


“Come on, it’s lovely,” called Toad. “Me next, 
me next,” called the Voles, Mice and Shrews. 
“Make a queue, everyone will get a turn,” 
said Whistler. 


Back on the grass strip Weasel was still 
dazed. “Where is everyone?” she asked 
staggering into the road. Whistler snatched 
her from under the wheels ofa lorry just in 
time and carried her over to the other side. 


“What about taking the Hedgehogs?” asked 
Badger. Whistler looked doubtful. “They’re 
so thorny,” he said sadly. “We know we must 
walk,” said the two Hedgehogs bravely. 


“Now, quick as you can,” said Badger as the 
traffic cleared. Badger, Mole and the Rabbits 
dashed across. “I’m not panicking,” cried Mrs 
Rabbit as she ran past her husband. 


“Wait for a long gap in the traffic,” advised 
Badger. “I wonder what White Deer Park will 
be like,” said Mrs Hedgehog to her mate. 
“Perhaps there will be grass and streams and 
no roads,” he replied wistfully. 


“Faster, dear,” Mrs Hedgehog 
encouraged her mate. The sound 
of a car made Mr Hedgehog 
freeze with terror. “Come on, 
dear,” called his wife. 


“T can’t,” he squeaked. “Don’t curl up 
whatever you do,” she said going back 
to him. 


“Oh no!” gasped Fox, as the car went by. “She 
went back to help him,” said Vixen with tears 
in her eyes. 


“It’s their instinct got 
the better of them,” 
said Toad. “Very strong, 
is instinct, I should 
know.” 


“Well the rest of us are all commit sssuicccide,” hissed 
here, except Adder,” said Adder. “And I’m certainly not 
Badger. “Owl’s talking to her going to be carried by you,” she 
over the other side of the said looking at Owl. “You’re far 


motorway.” “I’ve no desssire to _ too proud,” retorted Owl. 


Just then there was a whoosh of wings and “Well done, Whistler,” said Fox as he dropped 

Whistler scooped Adder up in his beak. Adder on the grass. “Element of surprise,” 

“Put me down at oncssse,” she hissed in a replied Whistler, and the other animals 

tiny voice. laughed. “I don’t sssee what’s ssso funny,” 
said Adder scornfully. 


“You looked like a wriggly old maggot inthe “We're all safe except the Hedgehogs,” said 


sky,” laughed Toad. “Sssay that again...” Fox. “At least they tried, think what would 
warned Adder lunging at Toad who hopped have happened to them if they had stayed 
away quickly. behind in Farthing Wood,” said Vixen. “And 


now it’s off to White Deer Park” said Toad. 
Next week: A deadly calm. 


All About... 


GCHi! I'm Pike, the Jaws’ of British lakes, ponds, canals and 
rivers where the water is not too fast-flowing. All the other fish 
are terrified of me — quite right, too, because I’m the fiercest and 
deadliest hunter around. What makes me so good? Well, I'm 
greenish brown, with lighter bars and spots, so | can hide 
successfully in clumps of waterweed. My body is long and thin 

and | have a powerful tail, so when | spot another fish | can zoom 
out of my hiding place and give chase. | have an excellent set 

of needle-sharp teeth for snatching and holding on to 
prey. Our females grow faster and live longer than us 
males — usually they reach just over 

- one metre and live up to 
20 years. Humans are 
our worst enemy — they 
are always trying to 
catch us. But we put 
up a pretty good 

wy) fight when we get 

» NS <<  ~ ; hooked.99 


Growing up 
Between February and May 
the female lays thousands 
of tiny eggs in shallow 
water and the male fertilizes 
them. These eggs stick to 
waterweeds and stones. 


After 10-15 days We 
tiny larvae hatch | 
out. They stay 
fixed to the 


CA 


ha 


We Pike are quite easy to recognize because 
of our long, pointed snout and top fin, called 
the dorsal fin, which is much closer to the tail 
than in most other fish. We live on our own, 
except when we team up for a short while with 
a female to fertilize her eggs. 


igaatnad 


J Giant Pike have been 
caught by fishermen in 
many British lakes, 
though nowadays it is 
very rare to catch one 
that weighs more than 
23kg. Before records 
were officially recorded 
aman called John 


weed or ie 
stone while f t 
their mouths 
develop fully and 
their fins grow. 
They get food 
from a yolk sac 

f attached to 
their stomach. 


When the yolk sac is used up 
they swim around and catch 
their first meal of small water 
creatures. Soon they take fish, 
sometimes even other young 
Pike. This is a dangerous time 
for a young Pike - it can either 
die from lack of food or be 
eaten by other, bigger fish. 


Naughton hooked and 
landed a monsier that 
weighed 41kg in Lough 
Derg in Ireland in 1862. 
It was 1.7m long and 
took over two hours to 
bring in. 


All About... 


Hunting 


66Pike hunt mainly during the day, 
using their eyes to spot any creature 
that swims close to their hiding 
place among the waterweeds. They 
can also find prey at night because 
they have special pores in their 
lower jaw which help them to smell 
other living creatures. That is why 
anglers can sometimes catch Pike at 
night using bait.99 


Although Pike occasionally grab a 
swimming duckling, they do not attack 
swimming humans. 


HOW THE PIKE KILLS 
The Pike’s large eyes are set 
towards the front of its head to 
help it judge distances 
accurately. It has plenty of 
sharp teeth on its tongue and 
the roof of its mouth as well as 
along the jaws. They point 
backwards so that once a 
creature has been grabbed, it 
cannot slip out again. A Pike 
will clamp its jaws around a 
fish, sideways on, and then 
twist it round in its mouth so 
that it can swallow the fish 
head first. 


As soon as a Pike 
spies a shoal of fish 
it explodes out of its 
hiding place and 
ambushes the 
swimmers. It uses 
its huge tail and 
propelling fins at the 
back of its body to 
catch. up with them. 


Roach, Minnow, Dace, Perch 
and trout are snapped up by 
hungry Pike. Large Pike will go 
for much bigger fish, such as 
salmon. One Pike had not had 
time to digest the 61cm-long 
salmon that it had just 
swallowed when it was caught in 
an Irish lake in 1920! As well as 
fish, they also eat the occasional 
Water vole, rat or young bird 
that might come their way. 


member alt 
pai Wood Jack? 


How To Draw << 


66Mornin’ all, Fox 
here. Let me take 
you on a whirlwind 
tour of how I, and 


can tell you. It involved lots of 
people who all had to work 
very hard. Have you ever — 
wondered who decided what 


the other Animals 4 

of Farthing Wood, 

appeared on TV. ec N 102) g§ 0) 
It took some time I 


happened in each story? Who 
drew the animals? How we 
ended up on television? 


Farthing Wood 


MODEL SHEET P 
The designer also drew 
a model sheet to show 
how big we all are 


Let’s take a look...99 


| 


q THE SCRIPTWRITERS 


It all began with the scriptwriters. 
They took the story of the animals of 
Farthing Wood and divided it up into 
25 minute stories. 


2 THE DESIGNER 


The stories were then handed over to 
the designer. He decided what each 
character was going to look like. It took 
lots of rough drawings to get me and 
my friends looking just right. The 
designer then drew each of us walking, 
sitting and lying down, for example. 


compared to each other. 


Magic roller 


q Cut out two strips of paper, both 
8cm wide and 10cm long. Staple them 


Making faces 
Faces, whether those of 
animals or people, come to 


an expression. Practise 
drawing the faces below, then 
think up some expressions of 
your own to draw. 


SAD: DRAW SLANTING EYES 
AND A DOWN-TURNED MOUTH 


—_ 


ANGRY: DRAW A 
FROWN AND A WIGGLY 
LINE FOR THE MOUTH 


SCARED: DRAW THE 
EVES WIDE OPEN 
AND ADD A TONGUE 


4 R ) 3 Yt is a =—Z ant 
life when you draw them with ew” 


HAPPY: DRAW A SMILING 
FACE AND CHEERFUL EYES 


aw 


LAUGHING: DRAW THE MOUTH 
WIDE OPEN AND EYES CLOSED 


oll 


SURPRISED: DRAW AN 
OPEN, ROUND MOUTH 
AND ARCHED EYES 


thle 


together at the top. Pressing down 
quite hard, draw a happy face on the 
top piece of paper. On the bottom 
piece of paper trace over your marks, 
but this time make a sad face. 


[@pje 


2 Place a pencil at the bottom of the 
paper and roll the top piece of paper 
tightly round it. Move your pencil up 
and down to flip the top paper and 
make your face change in seconds. 


i? >= 
oh a7 
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Secret World of..; 


EYE VIE 


== 66When I'm 
perched high on 
telegraph pole at the 
side ofaroadicansee ¢ 
G everything that’s happening on 4 
fi =the ground. It suits me because |, 
. there’s such a lot of wildlife around. 
Animals like roadsides because they are 
usually fairly safe from human interference: 
The traffic can be pretty dangerous, though. 
Any litter or empty tins lying about can be 
harmful, too. From my lookout post I can see 
molehills on the road verge and Rabbits 
popping in and out of their burrows. 
Poppies, thistles, hawthorn and gorse, grow 
wild by the road. They sometimes get covered 
in dirt and fumes, but these plants are food for 
birds and insects and provide cover for small 
mammals like shrews and voles.99 


Ard a 


( 


thay 


If you look carefully on the bank next 
to the road you'll see five voles. Make 
sure you don’t get fooled by the shrew 
- he’s the one with the pointed nose! 


Field poppies 
do grow in 
fields but they 
are also a very 
familiar sight at the 
side of aroad. The 
poppy’s red flowers only 
last a day before they shed, 
their petals. 


Hogweed has a long hollow 
stem. Some people are allergic 
to this plant - it gives them 
painful blisters in hot weather. 


Lesser-spotted 
woodpeckers have 
distinctive black and white 


markings, but only the f Magpies 
males have red caps. Y often hop along 
the edge ofa 


road picking up dead 
insects. They feast on 
the collection of flying 
insects that have 
crashed into car 

windscreens. 


Green-veined white 
butterflies are a bit like Small 


white butterflies, but they have Beefsteak 


a map of darker markings under fungus has 
Roe deer are shy animals the wings. Females have two a funny 
and won’t risk crossing a strong black spots on top of the name but if 


road unless it’s quiet. 
They’ll make a dash for it 
at night or in the early 
morning. SS 


wings, males have only one. you slice one open, you'll find 
red, juicy flesh which looks 


like raw meat. 


Carrion crows squawk with 
glee when they spot a squashed 
animal on the road. They are 
pleased to tuck into any 
flattened feast they find, like run 
over Rabbits and Hedgehogs. 


Dandelions have yellow flowers 
with pink stems. When the flower 
heads turn into fluffy balls you can 
have fun blowing the Dandelion 
clock and telling the time. 


Eyes are amazing things! We use them 
in almost everything we do - reading, 
playing games, watching television and 
walking. Try walking slowly round your 
bedroom with your eyes shut - 

tricky isn’t it?! 


IT’S BEHIND YOU! 

Your eyes are on the front of your head (hopefully!), 
but some animals, like Rabbits and Herons, have 
their eyes on the sides of their heads. This is so they 
can spot an enemy coming up from the side as well 
as in front. Hunting animals, such as cats, owls and 
Foxes, have eyes on the front of their heads. This is 
so they can measure the distance between them 
and their prey and pounce accurately. Take 

a look at some other animals in this magazine - are 
their eyes on the front or 
the side of their head? 


NIGHT VISION 

During the day a cat’s pupils look like narrow slits. 
At night they open into big, round holes to catch 
as much light as possible. Go into a dim room and 
look in a mirror. What size are your pupils? Now 
get a friend to turn the light on 


SEEING THINGS 


) from view you’ve found your blind spot! 


iy 


. e 


TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE 
So why do we need two eyes? Draw a dot ona 
piece of paper and put it on a table in front of 
you. Close one eye, and try to touch the dot 
with a pencil, without your hand touching the 
paper. Try again and again until you think 
you’ve got it right. Now take a look at how close 
you got. It’s very hard to touch the dot without 
looking with both eyes. Your brain finds it 
difficult to judge distances using only one eye. 


FIND YOUR BLIND SPOT 
Hold this page at arm’s length. Close your left 
eye. Look at the square and slowly bring the 

I, page towards you. When the circle disappears 


EYE TO EYE COMBAT 
Eyes are not only used tosee | 
with. The Stalk-eyed fly from, . 
New Guinea uses his eye’ 4, 
stalks to frighten off other | , y 
vith. tne " 7 


MAKING A KALEIDOSGOPE 8 Stand the tube on the tracing paper 44 Colour pieces of tracing paper 


and trace round the end. Do the same with felt tips. Cut the paper into little 


You will need: @ On the dull side of the mirror Q Fold the board along the lines so the on the brown paper. Draw tabs on bits and drop them into the tube. 
15cm square of mirror board board, measure 5cm along one mirror is inside. Stick the edges together each side of the triangles. Cut out the 

(available from DIY and craft edge and make a pencil mark. with sticky tape. two shapes. Tape the tracing paper 

shops), sheet of brown wrapping Measure another 5cm along the triangle over one end of the tube. 


paper, tracing paper, felt tips, 
sticky tape and glue, 
pencil, scissors, ruler. 


edge and make another mark. Do 
the same on the opposite edge 
and draw lines between the marks. 
Score along the lines using a ruler 
and the tip of the scissors. Don’t 
cut right through the card. 


6 Cut a piece of brown paper A 
17cm long and 15cm wide, 

Decorate it using felt tips. 

Glue the paper neatly all round the 
tube to cover it. 


@ Hold the tube up to the light 
and look through the hole. 


§ Stick the brown paper triangle over ¢ , Shake the kaleidoscope to 


the open end of the tube. Make a 
hole in the middle with a pencil. 


make the patterns change. 
Squirrel says 


Get an adult to al 


help you score the aii 
A mirror board. ait 
al sa 
EE 
aw 
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WI ACKY SPECS! You will need: tracing paper, pencil, card, 


scissors, strong glue, paints or felt tips. 
q Trace the spectacle shape 
and arms on to a sheet of card. Use 
paints or felt tips to decorate the 
spectacles and arms. 


3 Fold the tabs and glue 
them to the back of the 
spectacle shape. Make sure 

the arms curve down at the end. 


Once you’ve made one 
pair, try changing the 
basic shape to make 
your own design. Add 
swirls, or cut out extra 
shapes to stick on. 


2 Carefully cut out the shapes. Use 
a pencil to mark the fold line at the 
end of the arms — this end is tne tab. 


Optical illusions 
SEEING SPOTS 


Look at these black squares for 
twenty seconds. Do you start to see 
black spots at the corners of the 
white lines? 


CIRCLING THE PROBLEM 
Which circle is larger, the one 
inside the square or the one 
outside the square? 


THE LONG AND 

SHORT OF IT 

Which of these two lines is 
longer? Once you think you know 
the answer, measure them and 
see if you're right. 


S 
= =e 
/ _ 
SPIDER’S WEB 
Hold the page at arm’s length. Stare 
at the spider and bring the page 
slowly towards you. What happens? 
See if you can think up some 


illusions of your own. How about a 
dogina kernel, or a bird in a cage? 


“yyBua] awies ay} 
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SYAMSNY 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS\+ [FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


LOST OR SAVED 


Sometimes animals become extinct just 
like the dinosaurs. That means there isn’t 
a single one left in the world. Dodos and 
Passenger pigeons have already died out, 
but many other creatures are in danger 
and need protection. Often this is because 
they are hunted, trapped or have their 
homes destroyed by humans. 


ORYX IN A FIX > 
The desert-living 
Arabian oryx was 
heavily hunted. By 
1972 it was extinct in 
the wild. Luckily, the 
last few oryx were 
caught and bred in 
zoos, then released 


je aa into special reserves 


HORN THIEVES > 
Hairy and very rare - 
that’s the Sumatran 
rhinoceros. This one 
has lost its horns but 
normally they have 
two. Poachers kill the 
rhino to steal the horns| 
which are used to 
make medicines and 
potions. 


where they are 


conieback. 


A EVER SEEN THE THYLACINE? 
This is the last ever Tasmanian wolf or 
Thylacine kept in a zoo. They used to hunt 
wallabies in Australia, but when they began 
to attack sheep, farmers shot them. The 
Tasmanian wolf is now extinct - or is it? A 
few people claim to have seen its striped 
coat in remote areas of Tasmania. 


Nidantins! 


A GONE SOUTH 


PREHISTORIC FISH 

This Coelacanth looks like a prehistoric 
fish - and that’s just what it is. Scientists 
thought the fish had died out 80 million 
years ago until they found them living off 
the coast of Africa. 


extinct, but in Britain and 
Northern Europe it has 
become increasingly rare. 
The problem for shrikes 
seems to be a lack of prey 
to eat and a loss of natural 
habitat. 


EATEN TO DEATH P 
The Dodo was a strange 
looking bird which lived on 


making a successful 


You don't 
see me very 
often 


The Red-backed shrike is not 


the island of Mauritius. It was 
a kind of pigeon but looked 
more like a funny sort of turkey 
and was just as tasty to eat. 
When hungry sailors called at the 
island they hunted the bird for food. 
Dodos were easy prey because they 
couldn’t fly. By the end of the 17th 
century there wasn’t a single Dodo left. 


BAMBOOZLED p> 
The poor old Giant 
Panda is a familiar 
sight in the zoo, but it 
is now rare in the 
bamboo forests of 
China. Because Giant 
Pandas don’t like to 
breed in zoos it’s 
difficult to raise enough 
Pandas to release back 
into the wild. 


: Which endangered animal is 
killed for its ivory? 


*queydaje oul : 


BYE BYE BLUEP 
Some people like to keep Hyacinth 
macaws as pets because they are 
brightly coloured. So many of them 
are taken from South American 
jungles that there are probably 
more in cages than in the wild. 


FURRY FURYP 
It’s no wonder this 
Snow leopard is 
snarling. People just 
won't leave it alone. 
Even though they are 
protected by law and 
live high up in the 
Himalayas and other 
Asian mountains, they 
are not safe from 
hunters who kill them 
for their beautiful fur. 


<RUNNING FREE 
Around the 1960s 
Przewalski’s horse 
became extinct in 
Mongolia and western 
China where it used to 
live. But it has been 
saved by breeding them 
in zoos. Some have now 
been let loose in 
mountains in France and 
more are to be released 
in their native range 


The mice cousins had come together to form a 
band. Between them they played a good, if 
weird, selection of instruments — even the 
youngest was going to join in with his triangle. 
“| thought we left the instruments here,” said 
the eldest mouse, searching in the hedgerow. 
“| bet my brother’s hidden them,” replied his 


cousin. “Let’s have a good look round.” 
Can you help them? 


- 
LOST AND FOUND i 


Unscramble these words to find the names of 9 
musical instruments. Then see if you can find all 
the instruments in the hedgerow. 


cca ra ah 2 
YY Lp, Vee on 


“Right! Are we ready to go?” asked the 
eldest, when all of the mice had finally found 
their instruments. 
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. aa a pile, 
“Sure!” said his sister. “What are we going to play?” SONG TITLES 


“I've made up a list of song titles, if you want to Use the musical code to work out these.song 
¥ use them,” offered the youngest mouse. titles. They are all real songs except one — 


can you guess which it is? 


MUSICAL CODE 
3 = =e sceaaee = == 


BCDEFGHIF KLMNOPQR S TUVWXYZ 
a dot = end of word: a bar = endof title 


ee 


— a ee === 


eet 


y) 


Their first practice was going well. “If we 
continue like this, we'll soon be able to put on 
a show,” the eldest mouse praised them. 

And then, as always, a grown-up spoilt it all. 


“Stop that terrible noise!” shouted a voice. 

The mice took their instruments and scattered 
in all directions — hoping to get together again 
another diay. 
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: >) If you are lucky enough to have a steel dustbin, use the 
THE SPOILSPORT E R lid as a drum, as they do in a West Indian steel band. 
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You can make instruments by using a few 
things from around the house — but it’s 
probably a good idea to ask an adult first. 


have an even number of dots to find out. can find). Short sticks or stout 
knitting needles make 


good drumsticks. 
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Put a piece of 
greaseproof paper over 
the end of the toilet roll, 
keeping it in position with 
an elastic band. Trim the 
edges if they’re too long. 
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—_—_ @ With the sharp the top. Hum a loud 
<[on ig \ point of the scissors, _ tune very near the 
What pe ask | make a hole in the hole and listen to the 
make the ™ tube about 3cm from — sound it makes. 
noise? 
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